
MURRAY STREET, PETERBOROUGH - Catherine Allen 
*This first article should have appeared in the Nov.Newsletter!  
On Monday mornings around 14 women gather together to study the 
book of John. Rev. Ev Moore leads the lively discussion. *Our 
Seniors went on a Colour Tour in October; the fall leaves were 
beautiful. Afterward we met at the Carousel for lunch. *Our Baptist 
Women hosted about 35 women for the area Baptist Women World 
Day of Prayer. On the same day our congregation was having their 
photos taken for a new Photo Directory. Our last one was taken for 
our 150th Anniversary. *At a congregational meeting the vote was 
unanimous to have the homeless continue using our basement as The 
Warming Room sleeping overnight until the end of June 2019. 
***Murray St. has had its usual busy fall and advent season.  Our 
Community Breakfast is always enjoyed – the last two had smaller 
numbers which is more manageable.  Our congregational turkey 
dinner had close to 75 adults enjoying five turkeys cooked by some 
willing helpers. This was followed by a program in the 
Sanctuary. Then we were directed back into Webb Hall for our 
choice of desserts (courtesy of the deacons). On Christmas Eve we 
had a service at 7 p.m. for families to come to before the children 
were put to bed (while visions of sugar plums danced in their heads)  
*We have all noted that our attendance at church on Sunday 
mornings is slowly increasing, for which we thank God. Our children 
under ten continue to be only one or two each Sunday so we continue 
to pray that families with young children will want to become part of 
our Fellowship.*Groups for all ages will be meeting as usual following 
our Christmas busyness. We are thankful that leadership is available 
for each Group in our congregation. Our choir has also grown this 
fall. We did enjoy the special anthems and hand bells at Christmas 
time.*We wish each person reading this ‘missal’ a happy, healthy 
2019.  May God’s blessings enrich each of you. 
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NOW THE WORK OF CHRISTMAS BEGINS 
When the song of angels is stilled, 
 when the star in the sky is gone, 

when the kings and princes are home,  
when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

the work of Christmas begins:  
to find the lost, to heal the broken hearted, to feed the hungry,  

to release the prisoner, to rebuild the nations,  
to bring among the people, to make music in the heart.  

Howard Thurman 
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FIRST BAPTIST, PORT HOPE – Pastor Jeff Snow 
Nov. 11th we joined together with three other Evangelical churches 
in town to host a Bible Engagement Seminar with Dr. Lawson Murray 
from Scripture Union.  We had a good turnout and Dr. Lawson's 
book table was pretty much sold out!*Over the fall we were 
privileged to perform two weddings of members of our church 
family (on the same weekend!) and one baby dedication.*Pastor 
Jeff's sermon series throughout the fall (and stretching into the 
new year) has been on the Apostle's Creed.  Each line of the creed 
was examined in each sermon with a view to teaching on the basics 
of the Christian faith.*Our annual Christmas dinner is always a 
highlight of the year.  On December 14th we held another successful 
dinner with an attendance that doubled our Sunday morning 
attendance.  Many family members and friends joined us for a great 
feast and celebration of the meaning of Christmas.*This spring we 
are looking forward to our home Bible study starting up again, as 
well as having our first baptismal service in a while. 
UXBRIDGE BAPTIST – Julia OTT 
During the Christmas season, we were blessed by the beautiful 
strains of Jacob Moon and his musical accompaniment, helping us 
prepare for the coming celebration of our Saviour’s birth.*Our 
catered adult turkey dinner satisfied a sold-out crowd.* We enjoyed 
enthusiastic reports from Dr. Jennifer Wilson on the work of our 
Ghana Team and also from our Hope Through Hockey team and their 
visit to Weagamow over the New Year.* Weekly groups are starting 
up again with the addition of Alpha on Wednesday evenings to 
enable parents of our Kids Club to participate.* An Alpha course was 
recently completed at a local seniors’ residence with great response 
on the part of the folks who attended.* Over the next 6 weeks, the 
Sunday School will be running a Parenting Workshop for parents of 
children aged newborn to 18.*Some of our upcoming events include 



Family Day breakfast and a Movie Night with Life 100.3, featuring 
the film  “Extraordinary”.*The winter season brings lots of outdoor 
excitement as our Jr. Youth and Youth anticipate their upcoming 
Avalanche and Blizzard Retreats.*As the year begins, Pastor Dale 
has started a series on Abraham – By Faith. 
FIRST BAPTIST, OSHAWA – Glenn Wyper 
On the evening of Dec. 9th, the Second Sun. in Advent,  
the choirs of Maranatha Christian Reformed Church and First 
Baptist Church joined to celebrate our annual Christmas Concert 
which was conducted by our organist Cory Kuipers.  In this service 
of worship the choirs sang musical numbers honouring the birth our 
blessed Lord.  These were interspersed with the congregation 
singing well-known Christmas carols.  Charles Gerard played the 
piano. Dennis Ullman was on percussion.  Jory Hewson read the 
narratives. Following the service the congregation and choirs 
remained for a time of fellowship and refreshment. 
WHITBY BAPTIST – Mair Greaves 
A New Year has begun. God is at work in the churches of our 
Association. During Advent WBC participated in a Reverse Advent 
Calendar campaign. Rather than receiving something each day in 
Advent, members collected an item listed on the calendar for our 
Foodbank. Items were brought to the church on Christmas Eve. We 
were blessed to receive so many donations that our shelves are well 
stocked as we begin a new year. On Dec. 22nd we hosted a 
“Community Brunch” - 52 people from our community dined on a 
wonderful meal prepared by the Men’s Ministry team. After 
examining and refining our Mission, Vision and Core Values, our 
Board of Directors and Elders have shared more focused versions 
of the same with the congregation for their input.  In this process, 
it is our prayer and purpose to have a more effective and practical 
effort in how we make decisions and do God’s work. Two of our long 
time members have been called Home after lengthy illnesses. Praise 
God for the hope we have in Jesus Christ. It was thrilling to have 
four young people assist in the January Communion service. Twenty-
one from our church family attend university and college. 
CAMPBELLFORD BAPTIST – Dawn Conium 
On Dec 2nd Raw Gospel performed at our 6:00 pm service 
with beautiful Gaither style harmonized worship music, 
accompanied by lively keyboard music, not to mention 
enthusiastic participation from the congregation.*Fri. Dec 
7th we celebrated 2018 with our Annual Christmas Banquet 
and Caroling.  Our animated youth eagerly helped in leading 

the songs and providing the music, with a jingle bell 
complement from the audience.*At 6:00 pm on Dec 9th, 
“Memories of Christmas” gave participants the opportunity to 
present their delightful recollections.  This was a terrific 
way to get acquainted and fellowship during the dessert 
time.*We had the opportunity and blessing to sing Christmas 
carols at our local seniors' residence, and the long-term care 
home.*Dec 16th gave us a marvelous Christmas production by 
the Sunday School children.  Children in period costume were 
searching for the meaning of the first Christmas. They were 
ringing bells to the tune of “Come on Ring Those Bells”. And 
new this year, the children gave a presentation of the 
Nativity story by casting shadows on a sheet, including a 
special sola vocal of “Mary Did You Know” as the finale. *The 
Youth (ages 7-12) participated in our Ministry of Music 
during the service on Dec 23rd to the delight of 
congregation.*Once again, our Annual Christmas Eve Candle 
Lighting Service enjoyed a packed attendance, while learning 
two new Worship songs: “Noel” and “Adore”. That evening of 
worship and the lighting of the candles to “Silent Night” was 
a sweet reminder of God’s gift of Jesus.*We had a full house 
for our Community Christmas Dinner on Dec. 25th.  The smiles 
on the guests’ faces said it all.  Big thanks and blessings to 
the volunteers and local sponsors.*Continuing in 2019 is Grief 
Share on Weds. at 10-11:30am and our 10am Bible Study on 
Thurs.*Jumping ahead a bit, we are looking forward to our 
21st year of Lenten Lessons with the Rev. George Budd, 
scheduled March 6th, 2019 and continuing every Wed. until 
April 17th, with a lunch at 11:45 am and the Lesson at 12:30 
pm, concluding at 1:00 pm.*Blessings to all in 2019! 
PARK ST. PETERBOROUGH – Nancy Hiscox 
Nov. the l6th found us celebrating "Family Nite".  The children and 
their parents/grandparents enjoyed an evening of stories, songs, 
snacks, crafts and games.  For many of the children it was the first 
time they had heard the story of the birth of the baby Jesus.  Mrs. 
Richardson used our nativity figures to hold their attention and 
explain the story. The room was so quiet as each little one listened 
in earnest to every word.  Each child had a take-away bag, full of 
surprises.  We give thanks to the Lord for his aid in this out-reach 

program.*As Dec. is such a busy month, we always hold our Church 
Family Christmas Dinner in Nov.  At noon on the 24th, 90 folk sat 
down to a complete turkey dinner.  All enjoyed the decorations and 
the games requested by Mrs. Betty Galvin.*Park Street welcomed 
Dec. with Mr. Wayne Wright being Baptized.  Pastor Richardson 
conducted a truly moving service.*On Dec. 11th, the ladies’ and 
mens' Bible Studies were combined to hear the Reverend Phil 
Brown. His topic was "How to Grow Your Church" Our ladies 
gathered in Dec. to construct Christmas Cards for those less 
fortunate than ourselves. For some, it will be the only Christmas 
card they will receive.*Share and Care met on Monday Dec. 
17th.  We enjoyed lunch together, with each one contributing a 
tasty treat. Shirley Vasilis had the table decorated and we were 
each given a dove for our Christmas tree. Shirley Green spoke about 
how she and a few friends began a Bible study group.  Share and 
care and Bible study will resume in March.*Thur. Dec. 20th found 
several Park Street ladies gathered at Mercy of God Church to pack 
Christmas Bags for the Women's and Men's shelters.  After a 
couple of hours, sixty-seven bags were filled with warm clothing and 
Christmas treats.  Quite the sight to see them all lined up ready to 
make someone’s Christmas a little cheerier.*It was a wonderful 
beginning to the new year as we witnessed the Baptism of Jyotsna 
Paladugu.  We were moved by the testimony of this young lady. The  
perfect ending to the service was welcoming four new members  
Wayne Wright, Rose Wright, David McKnight and Sheri McKnight. 
CAMP BURBALAC – Judy Anderson 
Camp is closed for the winter but plans are being made for the 
upcoming camping season. There is an ongoing fundraising campaign 
to replace the septic bed at washroom one in the Gatehouse 
area.  The upgrading of non-seasonal sites in the Plateau area will 
continue in the spring. The camp board thanks all those who have 
donated to the various projects in the past year. The registrar is 
now taking bookings for summer weeks.  Make your reservation early 
to have your favourite site this summer. The updated 
website www.burbalac.org has the registrar's contact info. Stay 
connected, check the camp out on social media.  We look forward to 
seeing you this summer at Camp Burbalac, a special corner of 
God's creation. 
 
 
 
 


