
UXBRIDGE BAPTIST – Julia OTT 
In September we welcomed Pastor Kathy and Dave McIntosh back 
from sabbatical. The church held a busy, buzzing feel for our Kids 
Fest weekend, themed Mission (Im)Possible, as kids were 
encouraged to explore their gifts, and to trust God in all situations. 
We have been studying “Jonah – The Prodigal Prophet”. The 222 
Initiative seeks to bring two together in prayer, Bible reading and 
accountability, then invite others to share in the growth in Christ. 
Pastor Christopher and the youth group spent a weekend at a 
cottage in Minden. The Ghana Health Team is providing daily 
reports, finding that people are very grateful for how God is using 
the team to make a difference. See www.grid-nea.org. Our Prime 
Timers Turkey Lunch is coming up soon. MERRY LITTLE 
CHRISTMAS, an outreach to friends and neighbours on December 
8th, features Jacob Moon and Orchestra. For tickets, call the 
church office at 905 852 3662. For more information, see our 
website at www.uxbridgebaptist.com. 
GILMOUR MEMORIAL BAPTIST-Brenda Mann 
This fall our Sunday School children and families harvested over 
450 pumpkins. With the sale of those, some farmer's crops, garden 
produce; donations from our church family and proceeds from our 
Harvest Festival, we raised over $3200 for the Canadian Food 
Grains Bank! Having two guests from the CFGB was a delightful 
evening in October. The Harvest Festival weekend Oct 13 & 14 was  
a wonderful celebration of God's bounty and our 180 years as a 
church family. Four 60'  stands of bunting banners hung from the 
church to the trees, with each person's hand print on a triangle 
cloth piece, welcoming all to our celebrations. Rev. Craig Wilson was 
our guest speaker. Our fall has also held a number of evening meals 
learning about our Hebraic Roots; completing over 100 Days for 
Girls kits to be distributed in Kenya the end of Nov;  attending the 
Indigenous Conference; hosting the TVA Pastor's Day; and an 
average of eight different groups meeting weekly in bible study and 
prayer. We continue to seek God's direction as we look to future 
space needs for our congregation.  
We are praying for the safe arrival of the first of our two refugee 
families expected the end of Nov..    
In the Christmas season we will have two showings of "Surviving the 
Holidays" videos (Nov 22 at 1 pm and Dec 9 at 6:30 pm); our 
Christmas dinner with two seating's on Dec 2nd; an Accessible 
Service Dec 16th at 2 pm in the local community center enabling 
those to attend who cannot manage our church's large flight of 

stairs;  a "Longest Night of the Year Service Dec 21 at 7 pm; and 
two services Christmas Eve (A Spontaneous Nativity  and a Carols 
and Candlelight Service.) Join us for the Life Radio Movie Tour 
FREE showing of "The Star" on Sat Dec 29 at 1 pm.Tues Jan. 
8th from 1-3 pm we will beginning the 13 week series of "Grief 
Share". You are welcome to join us anytime you are in the area. On 
Sundays you can choose between the 9 am service (includes Sunday 
School) or the 11 am service. God's best to you all this season!  
HARMONY ROAD BAPTIST, Oshawa – Pastor Dave 
On Sunday November 18th we celebrate our 55th year as a church 
and 69th year as a Sunday School, planted by First Baptist Oshawa. 
It is a true testimony to how patient and providing our God is that 
He would sustain and grow us over these many years. Praise God!  
We celebrate with Rev. Dr. Lawson Murray, President of Scripture 
Union Canada, as our guest speaker. His focus is upon God’s Word 
and that resonates well with our focus at Harmony. We want to 
continue to focus on God’s Word as the foundation for our 
relationship with Him. Through our Sunday small group study 
“Believe”, our midweek Bible study and prayer groups, our women’s 
Bible study group, our Sunday School,  our Junior Church group and 
our men’s Bible study group hosted by a shut in, we all draw us close 
to God and His word weekly. We are so blessed by the discussions 
and learning He provides. The sermon series following the early 
church in the book of Acts has continually challenged us to “Be the 
Church” God desires us to be. Our High School D.R. Team prepared 
for our huge community yard sale where we raised approximately 
$1300 toward the team and gave witness to God to those in our 
community. Our church has blessed each of our Pastors with a “time 
away” month this year with Rob taking his in the spring and Dave in 
the Fall. What a gift to be able to refresh and renew ourselves 
before God! And Pastors Dave and Rob enjoyed the Pastor’s day held 
at Gilmour Memorial in November.  

DECEMBER PRAYER 
No matter who you are, say a prayer this season. No matter what your faith, 

say a prayer this season. No matter how you celebrate, say a prayer this 
season. There are so many faiths to celebrate life. No matter who, no 
matter what, no matter how…you pray. Lets say a prayer this season, 

TOGETHER, for PEACE. - Matty J. T. Stepanek Dec. 1999 
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COBOURG BAPTIST – Dawn Conium 

In Sep 18th our Women’s Ministry held a Shared Blessings and 
Potluck Lunch, hosted at a lovely picturesque home just north of 
Hwy 7, and guest speakers attended from Canadian Baptist Women 
of Ontario and Quebec./ Bible studies scheduled for the fall: When 
God Doesn’t Fix It, by Laura Story (Sep 26 to Oct 3). Teaching 
women to walk in God’s plans instead of our own; Living in Christ, 
four key lessons to grow your Christian faith.  Sessions ran Tue and 
Sat at 10am (Sep 18 to Oct 27). / “Winter Warm Up”, our annual 
community event to donate warm winter clothes and outdoor gear, 
free of charge for all ages, took place Sat Oct 27th./ GriefShare is 
back, a 13-week community support group for those who have lost a 
loved one recently or many years ago. Every Wed at 10am to 
11:30am, beginning Nov 7th./ Our regularly scheduled weekly events 
are continuing for the fall\winter months: Kids’ Club (SK to Grade 6) 
meet every Mon at 6:30pm. They learn Bible passages, sing, play 
games, make a craft and meet new friends; Our Thursday adult 
Prayer & Bible Study meet at 7:30pm;  We have a new group called 
FaithBuilders (for Grades 7-12) that started Sep 5th and meet 
every Wed.   They have an exciting line-up: to grow in Christian 
faith, connect with friends, enjoy activities, and serve our 
community. The 2018-19 theme is GROUNDed;  Another exciting 
new group is called Trailblazers: retirees and seniors who meet 
monthly (Fridays at 10am), share their interests and arrange 
enjoyable events./ The Ladies Fellowship hosted a Dessert Potluck, 
and our own Pula Douglas was the guest speaker Oct. 2nd  
Thanksgiving baskets and items were available to take home and 



decorate./ Throughout October, our “Kids’ Care Project 2018” 
collected donations via “A Little Box of Change” to “Fill a School 
House” to give girls the opportunity to develop their full, God-given 
potential. All money received was sent to the Canadian Baptist 
Ministries./ Our 134th Anniversary was hugely supported on Sun., 
Oct 21st.  Rev. Clarke Dixon, Pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in 
Cobourg, preached on Galatians 5:13-26, titled Sailing 
Lessons.  Also, “To reflect the Lord’s Glory”, the Reflections Trio, a 
gospel group, sang during both services – glorious it was!/ Our 
Mission & Outreach Committee have a Soup & Sandwich Luncheon 
planned for Sun Nov 25th.  This is a freewill offering, with proceeds 
going to “Bridges for Peace, Project Rescue” – Israeli Jews and 
Christians helping Jews, from various countries longing to go home 
to Israel, with their passports, exit visas, lodging, etc.  
WHITBY BAPTIST CHURCH – Mair Greaves 
The W4W (Women 4 Women) 2018 Fall Retreat was held November 
2-4.  40 women gathered at Fair Haven Conference and Retreat 
Centre for spiritual refreshment, worship, discovery, prayer, 
workshops, good food and much laughter. Our theme was “Teapots 
of Character” where our speaker, Lynn Dyck, led us through a study 
on the Fruit of the Spirit. Galatians 5:22,23 – But the Holy Spirit 
produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There 
is no law against these things. It was a wonderfully blessed weekend! 
Lisa Brewitt has concluded her contract as Local Outreach 
Associate, researching ideas, processes and results through 
partnerships with the Salvation Army and St.John’s Anglican Church 
with fresh produce for our Food Bank clients. This has been a very 
effective means of serving needs around us. A congregational 
presentation was held Nov 8.  Operation Christmas Child boxes have 
been taken to the Collecting Centre. A Christmas Brunch is planned 
for community families. Three small study groups are functioning 
well. 21 WBC young people are studying at university and College. 
Our Annual Meeting is scheduled for November 18. Elders Board is 
focusing on the prayer life of our church as one of their key 
concerns.  Pre-Advent prayer sessions are offered in November, led 
by Melinda Crawford. Our Christmas Dinner and Concert is planned 
for December 1. All contents for 315 Christmas bags for Whitby 
Shores clients have been collected. May the Bethlehem Star 
continue to light our path. 

CAMP BURBALAC - Judy Anderson  
Many thanks to all the summer managers for their service this past 
camping season. Also thank you to all who have supported  Camp 
Burbalac with donations of time and money this past year. The 2019 
improvement project is a new tile bed at the Gatehouse area 
washroom. The goal is to raise $20,000 to complete this project. 
Donations can be made to the camp through treasurer Jim Hatton. 
His contact info is on the website; www.burbalac.org .   
We appreciate your financial and prayer support and have faith that 
God will provide for the needs of the camp. Site improvements will 
be completed this spring so that larger trailers can camp on the 
Plateau area, along with smaller trailers and tents. There is now a 
comfortable rental trailer available by the week. Bookings can be 
made with the registrar at the beginning of May. Please continue to 
pray for the Board as we make plans and decisions for the 2019 
camping season. 
FIRST BAPTIST, OSHAWA – Glenn Wyper 
On Sunday, October 21st  we celebrated our 148th anniversary. 
After the morning service we had a potluck lunch.  Our guest 
organist was William Jones.At the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 
11th month we commemorated Remembrance day with our guest 
musician, Reg Peck, from the Oshawa Civic Band playing ‘Last Post' 
on the trumpet.  That was followed by silence.  Then he played the 
‘Lament' and the "Rouse'.  Other Remembrance Day features that 
were a part of the morning church service were the reading of 
John McCrae's poem ‘In Flanders Fields', the reading of the names 
of those of our church who had served in the armed forces of 
World War 2, and the singing of the two national anthems ‘O 
Canada' and ‘God Save the Queen'.  In keeping with the giving of 
lives in the wars of our nation, the message of that day was about 
the greatest giving of life for others, viz., that of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
VICTORIA AVENUE BAPTIST – BELLEVILLE – Ruth Webber 
As always, we have had a busy and productive fall season.  We 
enjoyed a well attended  Thanksgiving hay ride at a member's 
farm  followed by a much appreciated Turkey dinner to warm us on a 
cool day.   
The Amy Dempsey Seminar was excellent and enjoyed by a small 
group. A Market Place  was well presented with many sale tables.  
The Monthly Coffee times continue at a member's restaurant and 
are appreciated.  The weekly dinner for Nite light - our Mission for 
those in need - is ongoing. It is much enjoyed  and well attended 
each Wednesday.  Our regular weekly and monthly programmes 

continue. Our Remembrance Day service was significant. The Bugle 
played by one of our members was from the World War 1.  Six of 
our members did not return from that war. Our 145th Anniversary 
Weekend includes Soundsation Singers, a guest speaker, Paul 
Mackay, and a Celebration Lunch. Also as part of our Church 
outreach  mission we have an Open House for the Santa Claus 
Parade with warm-up and treats. One of our long term members 
celebrates her 100th birthday in December, however we have two 
members who have received their "Homecalling"  recently. They are 
missed, December 7th brings our MultiMedia celebrations ,  "Glory 
Hallelu" - the Christmas story through music, word and carolling. 
Always a special event of seasonal joy and blessing. Our 
Christmas  wishes are extended to all our sister churches. as we 
celebrate the birth of our Lord and Saviour.  Safe travels over the 
wonderful Christmas season.  Shalom. 
PARK STREET, PETERBOROUGH - Nancy Hiscox 
Lunch Bunch returned on September 26th and our “Bunch” seemed to 
have a merry time, despite fighting off the 200 plus ants which 
always seem to come to each picnic.  Fortunately the ants were 
plastic and the picnic was saved.  The contest winner was Diane 
Richardson.  She successfully unscrambled all 20 picnic themed 
words. Ladies Bible study met on October 2nd.  We studied the 
23rd Psalm.  On October the 16th the men will begin their bi-weekly 
Bible study.  We look forward to their return so we can share their 
coffee and treats! Our sanctuary is decorated for Thanksgiving and 
reminds us of family and the beautiful season God has given us. 
October 16th the men began their Bible study with Mr. Laurie 
Howlett as guest speaker, while the women studied Exodus 28: 1-42, 
“Priestly Garments”,  October 31st our Lunch Bunch met again.  This 
luncheon was themed “Hawaii”.  A few grass skirts were sported, 
many wore leis.  Diane Richardson claimed the prize with her “Blind 
Island drawing”.  Ron Hiscox was celebrating his 75th birthday and 
Jeannie Wells presented a wonderfully palm tree decorated cake 
and card signed by all. We look forward to our Family Night to be 
held Friday November 16th and pray for a good turn-out. 
When God measures a man, He puts the tape around the heart 
instead of the head. 


